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Minutes 
DSMRA Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 20th October 2018 
19.20 hrs  

Big 4 Caravan Park 
Atherton, Queensland 

 
Meeting commenced – 19.15   
   

Committee Attendance: 
 
Tim Clarke – TC (President), Steve Donkers – SD (Vice President), Peter Wenderoth – PW (Treasurer), 
Darryl Copithorne – DC (Committee Member), Jim Mildren – JH (Committee Member) and Andrew 
Stacey – AS (Secretary). 
 

Committee Apologies: 
 
Ian Hookway – IH (Committee Member)  
 

Attendance List: 
 

Attachment A 
 

Welcome: 
 
The President- Tim Clarke welcomed DSMRA members to the 2018 Annual General Meeting.  
The President thanked the Cairns Branch for putting on a great ride, Dean for leading and Walshy for 
sweeping. The president thanked Jim and Claudio for organising the weekend. 
 

1. Previous Minutes & Action Items 
 
The minutes and action items of the previous Annual General Meeting (11 October 2017 – 
Murrayville Victoria) were tabled for acceptance at this AGM. 
 
The secretary moved that the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting be accepted as true 
and correct and that the action items be accepted as completed. 
 
Seconded – Steve Donkers  
Carried – All members present 
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2. Presidents Report: 
 
Summary:  
 
The President thanked the committee for their efforts over the past year.  
 
The committee’s goals for the previous year were to sort out the issues with membership, improve 
transparency of our activities and decisions and to review and properly document our policies and 
procedures. 
 
The President outlined the committee’s achievements over the Past 12 months, including the 
update, publishing and registration of the club’s constitution, appointment of a DSMRA Membership 
Administrator and media activities. 
 
A full transcript of the report is attached. 
 
Attachment B: Presidents Report  

 
3. Treasurers Report: 
 
The Treasurers Report was presented in absentia by the Andrew Stacey (Secretary). 
 
Total Current Assets   $77,987.57 
Total Other Assets   $2,572.62 
Total Property & Equipment  $13,598.93 
Total Assets    $94,159.12 
 
Total Liabilities    $4,237.89- 
 
Total Equity    $89,921.23 
 
Attachment C: Financial Reports 
 
The secretary moved that the financial reports be accepted. 
Seconded – Steve Donkers  
 

4. Secretaries Report: 
 
The Secretary thanked the other members of the committee for their support during the past year.  
 
The Secretary reported that over the past year he had endeavoured to ensure that the activities of 
the committee were made visible to the membership e.g. forwarding meeting minutes to area 
coordinators.  
 
Considering the club’s healthy financial position, the Secretary encouraged the members/branches 
to utilise the club’s systems to apply for funding for items that enhance safety, help with 
administration or to promote the club.   
 
The secretary moved that the Secretary’s report be accepted. 
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Seconded – Jim Mildren (Committee Member)  

5. Sub-committee (Branch) Reports: 
 
Attachment D: Branch Reports 
  

i. The Sydney branch report presented for in absentia for Geoff Oates by Tim Clarke. 
 
Tim Clarke moved that the Sydney branch report be accepted. 
Seconded – Steve Donkers  
 

ii. The ACT branch report presented by Andrew Stacey. 
 
Andrew Stacey moved that the ACT branch report be accepted. 
Seconded – Darryl Copithorne 
 

iii. The Illawarra/South Coast branch report presented for in absentia for Paul Warner by 
Andrew Stacey. 

 
Andrew Stacey moved that the Illawarra/South Coast branch report be accepted. 
Seconded – Jim Mildren 

 
iv. The Adelaide branch report presented for in absentia for Chris Turrell by Andrew Stacey. 

 
Andrew Stacey moved that the Adelaide branch report be accepted. 
Seconded – Steve Donkers 
 

v. The Cairns branch report presented by Jim Mildren. 
 

The Cairns branch has had a successful year safely conducting a number of rides. 
 
No of this would have been possible without volunteers. Claudio has been helping out for 
over 10 years. Dean, Dave and Marshy have done a stellar job for the club, organising, 
marking track, leading and sweeping rides.  
 
New members are coming along and backing up for more rides and there are lots of female 
riders joining, which has been great for the club.  
 
Cains is the best dressed branch in the club with thanks to Jahna for organising the shirts for 
the branch.  

 
Jim Mildren moved that the Cairns branch report be accepted. 
Seconded – Lisa Morris 
 

vi. The Fraser Coast branch report was presented by Darryl Copithorne. 
 

There is still a fair amount of turmoil in the Fraser Coast area, driven by a rival, for profit 
group who are loose and don’t care for rules e.g. ride unregistered bikes and ride in areas 
where they shouldn’t.   
 
The branch tries to run at least one trail and adventure ride per month. In the past year they 
have run 7x ADV and 6 trail rides. 
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The branch has a core of 10–12  active members, with about 20–30 members on the books. 
 
Membership is at a low point, but the branch will bounce back! 
 
Darryl Copithorne moved that the Cairns branch report be accepted. 
Seconded – Steve Donkers 
 

vii. Nil Returns – Bathurst, Griffith and SW Victoria. 
 

6. Any financial statement or report required to be submitted to members 
under the Act: 

 
See Agenda Item 3. 
 
All financial reports at Attachment C. 
 

7. Schedule of Rates Review: 
 
The membership present reviewed the schedule of rates. 
 
The membership questioned Item 1.2 - Family Memberships, especially in terms of the definition 
and of getting these processed.  
 
The committee acknowledged that there had been difficulties with both defining and processing 
‘Family Memberships ‘.   
 
The membership present suggested that a definition could include an age limit i.e. >21 years old and 
that all members under the family membership scheme should be living at the same address.   
 
The committee reported that the membership processing system currently cannot handle family 
memberships. The committee reported that a ‘DSMRA Membership Administrator’ had been 
contracted since the last AGM and was working to document and improve membership processing 
including family memberships. 
 
With Respect to Item 3.2 - Reimbursement to committee members for travel costs to attend an 
AGM, Andrew Stacey pointed out that the current arrangement ($500 max) is insufficient to cover 
costs to travel to AGM’s such as the present one in Cairns. 
 
Andrew Stacey (Secretary) moved that ‘reimbursement to committee members for travel costs to 
attend an AGM be based on the presentation of receipts for expenses up to a maximum of $1000’. 
Seconded - Dean Arbouin  
Carried - All Present 
 
ACTIONS: 

The committee to report to the next AGM progress in addressing membership 
processing issues including family memberships. 

Committee 

The committee to update Item 3.2 of the Schedule of Rates to reflect the changes 
decided at this AGM.   

Committee 
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8. Election of Office Bearers of the DSMRA and ordinary committee 
members: 

 
All committee positions were declared vacant, Wil Armstrong (DSMRA Cairns) volunteered to 
supervise the election of a new committee. 
 
President: 
 
Nominations were called for the office of President. 
 
Jim Mildren nominated Tim Clarke  
Seconded – Lisa Morris 
 
No other nominations were received. 
 
Tim Clarke was elected to the office of President unopposed. 
Treasurer: 
 
Nominations were called for the office of Treasurer. 
 
Chris Springett and Peter Daley nominated Peter Wenderoth (See Attachment E: Nomination Forms)  
Seconded – Lisa Morris 
 
No other nominations were received. 
 
Peter Wenderoth was elected to the office of Treasurer unopposed. 
 
Secretary: 
 
Nominations were called for the office of Secretary. 
 
Darryl Copithorne nominated Andrew Stacey  
Seconded – Jim Mildren 
 
No other nominations were received. 
 
Andrew Stacey was elected to the office of Secretary unopposed. 
 
Vice President: 
 
Nominations were call for the office of Vice President. 
 
Jim Mildren nominated Steve Donkers  
Seconded – Sandra Donkers, Lisa Morris 
 
No other nominations were received. 
 
Steve Donkers was elected to the office of Vice President unopposed. 
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Ordinary Committee Members: 
 
Nominations were call for the 3x Ordinary Committee Member positions. 
 
Lisa Morris nominated David Mulcahy  
Seconded – Peter Marsh 
 
Jim Mildren nominated Darryl Copithorne 
Seconded – Claudio Morro 
 
Peter Wenderoth nominated Ian Hookway (See Attachment E: Nomination Forms) 
Seconded – Andrew Stacey 
 
No other nominations were received. 
 
David Mulcahy, Darryl Copithorne and Ian Hookway were elected as ordinary committee members 
unopposed. 
 
Public Officer: 
 
Note: By the nature of the clubs’ incorporation in NSW, the public officer needs to be a resident of 
NSW.  
 
Nominations were call for the position of Public Officer. 
 
Lisa Morris nominated Tim Clarke  
Seconded – Jim Mildren 
 
No other nominations were received. 
 
Tom Clarke was elected to the position of Public Officer unopposed. 
 
 

9. Annual General Meeting - Closed 20.40 
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ATTACHMENT A – ATTENDANCE 
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ATTACHMENT B – PRESIDENTS REPORT 
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ATTACHMENT C – FINANCIAL REPORTS 
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ATTACMENT D – SUB-COMMITTEE (BRANCH) REPORTS 
 
SYDNEY: 
 
SYDNEY DSMRA BRANCH REPORT  2018 
 
Sydney would have the largest number of DSMRA members due to the Kowen Forest Rally but many 
of these members do not attend other DSMRA Sydney area ride events.  Members in the Sydney 
Area catchment would be around 700+ 
 
We have a core group of 20 to 25 members who attend the Monthly meeting run on the 2nd 
Wednesdays from February to December 
 
The DSMRA Sydney branch are regularly running one enduro/trail grade 3 & 2 type rides each month 
& have started running an Adventure ride each month also. The Branch has run 15 ride events for 
2018. 
 
The rides are held in locations like the Blue Mountains to the west of Sydney, The Watagan’s to the 
North & the Southern Highlands in the South. 
 
The Sydney DSMRA branch ran a ride in June for around 20 members from the Griffith & ACT branch 
area’s over 2 days in the Watagan’s. This ride was a big hit for all those who attended. 
 
Around 10 Sydney members also attend a great annual ride put on by the new NSW South Coast 
Branch. The Steampacket Ride from Milton to Nelligen is fast becoming the standout & Highlight 
Ride of the year well done to Paul Warner & Steve Shaw & their large crew of helpers.  Great ride 
guys. 
 
Sydney run 2 annual 2-day rides with pub stays overnight. Our Denman Ride takes substantial 
organising with permits from the NPWS & farm traverse permissions. One leg through a closed trail, 
now for 20 years sees the DSMRA as the only large user group to obtain permission. The clubs Public 
Indemnity Insurance is used to obtain the necessary permits. 
 
The Sydney Branch has around $ 3900.00 in the area’s bank account. 
 
Sydney area is also looking into new ways to find new lead rides to take up the load from the 3 main 
lead riders we now have. 
We are putting the Dual Sport riding back into the club with numbers continually on the up & up. 
We are also planning to run a GSP training Day with the guys from GPS OZ at Mona Vale  
 
We will have a Picnic Day at Boat Harbour Kurnell in January around the Australia Day Holiday this 
has become an annual event for the last 4 to 5 years 
 
Regards 
Geoff Oates Sydney DSMRA. 
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ACT: 
 

ACT – Branch Report 

 ~260 Members 

 Monthly meeting - ~20-25 members attend 

 Rides 

 ADV (4x 2 day): 

o Bendethera–Tuross – Grade 2 

o Canberra – Tumut – Grade 1-2 

o South Coast Ride – Grade 1-2 

o Bendethera – Grade 2-3 

 Enduro (13 rides, inc. 2x 2 days): 

o 3x Braidwood Bakery Rides – Grade 2-3 

o Tough Nuts (Tallaganda) – Grade 3-4 

o Tallaganda Hard – Grade 3 

o 5x Kowen Forest one dayers – 2-4 

o Pierces Creek – Grade 3 

o Canberra – Tumut (Joint ACT and Griffith) – Grade 3 (100pax)  

o Bendethera Enduro Ride – Grade 3 

 Kowen: 

o 792 – Registered riders 

o 38 – Volunteers 

o 28 – Sweeps 

o 20 – Sponsor entries 

o Three loops  

 West:  ~35 km, ~90% Single Trail, Grade 3-4 

 East: ~ 38 km, ~75% Single Trail, Grade 2-3 

 South: ~ 35 km, ~90% Single Trail, Grade 3 

o Tour of Kowen – Guided ride around the fire trails surrounding the forest: 30 km, 

Grade 1-2. 

o A major challenge for next year’s event will be the destruction of much of the trails 

due to ongoing logging operations in the forest. Cutting new trail puts considerable 

time pressure on the ACT branch when putting the event together. 

o Operating budget for Kowen last year was around $150K, income from the event is 

around $190K income, realising around $40K profit, much of which is seed funding 

for the following years event – i.e. for the purchase of the raffle bikes etc. 

 Other Activities 

o Support the Brindabella Motor Sport Club by providing mobile security for Rally de 

Femme and the National Capital Rally events. 

 Financial Position: 

o Cash in bank and PayPal account= $49,657.28 

o Monthly meeting cost ~$500 to run 

o Reward ride leaders and sweeps with $100 Canberra Motorcycle Centre vouchers 
 

Andrew Stacey 
DSMRA ACT  
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Illawarra/South Coast: 
 
 We are about 5 guys strong & our wives down hear in the Illawarra. South Coast 

 Only have a few local meetings a year.  And we attend the Sydney meetings 1/4ly 

 At present we run a weekend ride for the club from Milton to Nelligen around June 

 And are planning to add another ride next year around September. Batemans Bay & South  

 

 The bank balance is $4112.31 now 

 

Paul Warner                                                                                                                                                   

The River Monster 

 
South Australia: 
 
SA Ride Report to DSMRA AGM 

2018 

This year in SA there has been no growth for the group after last year’s return of one of our long-lost 

NT brethren. He came back with a green camel but unfortunately it didn’t last the year. Fortunately, 

he was able to convince his better half to allow the release of funds for a new orange 2 smoke camel 

with electronic intelligence rather than the previous mechanical brain. He has also done a great job 

of getting clarification from the local constabulary in relation to when we can and cannot ride and as 

per the code, we have ensured we do the right thing even though, at times, navigational challenge 

has kicked in. 

 

In the tradition of ‘half past’ as a start time and ‘it’s fine we know exactly where we are going’ on 

many of our ‘suck and see’ rides powered by Google maps, we have continued to find places that we 

are allowed to ride but haven’t ridden before. 

 

We continue to have an issue in SA that in conversation with other registered dirt bike riders on the 

street, we get great interest but no new members. We were fortunate this year to receive funding 

for a new banner that we use at the base for each ride to promote the organisation and will 

continue to do so. 

 

As most of our members are time poor, the ride details for SA tend to be sparse but this is a result of 

changing weather conditions at the time and accommodation availability although we now have 

access to the places the Dutchman knows. We have attempted to maintain the date of rides but 

often the venue changes. 

 

We have had rides in the sand around Robe, The Sunset, The River and our final ride in the southern 

Flinders on private property. 

 

As a small group, our finances are minimal, but most members bring support material such as sat 

phones (by two) and first aid kits. We have also adopted the process on doing the paperwork on 
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each day as most of our rides are over two days, getting to the venue often late on a Friday, riding a 

full day Saturday and then doing a morning sweep on Sunday to allow members to get home at a 

reasonable time Sunday before ‘Roo O-clock’. 

 

This will be my last report to the National body as I will not be continuing in the role as SA Co-

ordinator next year. I hope that some-one from our group will be able to continue the work of 

DSMRA in 2019 and beyond. 

 

Enjoy the rides out of Cairns, watch out for the leeches. 

Regards, 

Chris 

 

Chris Turrell 

 


